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Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of South Dakota_____________ 

August 2016        _____________  
Moderator Musings         by Trudi Nelson, PWP Moderator   
 
ñForgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spiritò é..PW Purpose. 

 
Presbyterian women celebrate Godôs love by doing Mission the PW way.  We respond in love to the 
needs of Godôs creation.  

¶ PW Mission Pledge:  This is the development and delivery of PW national programming ς including justice 
and peace work; anti-racism training; leadership development, etc.  This pledge also contributes to the 
function of PW Synod of Lakes and Prairies and PW Presbytery of SD.  The Mission Pledge is the financial 
lifeblood of Presbyterian Women!! It is funded freely and lovingly by all Presbyterian Women. 

¶ Celebration of Creative Ministries:  The Birthday and Thank Offerings fund mission projects that are 
selected from a number of applications. 

¶ Celebration of Believers:  Honorary Life Memberships; Memorial Gifts; Recognition Gifts; the Leadership 
Endowment Fund, and Widening the Circle. 

¶ Celebration of Christian Community: World Day of Prayer and the Fellowship of the Least Coin. 

¶ Together in Service: This includes ALL of ƻǳǊ t²ǎΩ mission projects including Little Dresses for Africa; 
knitted hats for newborns; support of local food pantries; support of PUSA programs such as Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, Living Waters for the World, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, or Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Program; Bread for the World; Church World Service; and local PW groups which support 
ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέΦ 

Presbyterian Women have always cared about the mission of our church. This includes the annual PW 
Mission Pledge, which maintains our Presbyterian Women as major leaders in the PCUSA and the 
world. 

All PW Congregations will receive a Mission Pledge form this fall: It will be sent by me as your PW 
Presbytery Moderator. We need your help and your financial assistance.  

Also, all PW Congregations are asked to fill out a form:  This form gives me information as to your 
PWC Leaders, your Mission activities, your Peace and Justice promotions, your Fundraisers, etc. We 
need your help and information!  

Remember: Your support of Presbyterian Women matters. Your financial gift to the Mission Pledge 
ensures PWôs continued vibrant witness and ministries. 

PS: Please invite me to come to any Bible studies, fundraisers, quilting projects, gatherings, etc. 
Thanks!  
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Addition to Moderator Musings:  ñWhoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life 
for my sake will find it.ò  Matthew 10:39 

I am certain at one point in time that each and every one of you has lost someone who meant so much 
to you.  I recently lost my PW best friend of forty years, my PW mentor, my confidant, my sounding 
board, my supporter, my co-worker, my advisor.   

Many of you remember Marilou Gilbert, the PW Moderator of PWC Madison. She has struggled with 
health issues for almost two years. I told myself in practical terms, that her life was not going to end here 
on earth.  After all what was I going to do without her? 

She passed away on July 13 and her funeral was July 17th. I felt shattered. What was I going to do? 
How was I going to lead Presbyterian Women, not only in the Congregation, but also the Presbytery, 
and be a leader in the Synod? 

Though we live in a fallen world where we experience pain and disappointment, the Lord can move us 
from despair to rejoicing, as we see in Isaiahôs prophecy about the coming of Jesus. (Isaiah 61:1, 3)  

The Lord gives us hope when we feel hopeless. He teaches us to identify with Him and not in what we 
do. When we face loss, we should think about Godôs faithfulness.  He is willing and able to turn our 
mourning into dancing. He will give us sufficient grace in this life and full joy in heaven.  

Blessings to all, 
Trudi Nelson, PWP-SD Moderator 
 

 

 
Looking Ahead:  
 
April 28-29th, 2017:  PWP Spring Gathering at Kimball, SD 

October 28-29, 2017:  PWP Faithful Women Fall Retreat at Joy Ranch near Watertown, SD  

August 2-5, 2018:  PW Churchwide Gathering at the Galt House in Louisville, KY 
 
Mission scrapbook now on Flickr

  

Who is Jesus? Bible Study 
 
Donôt forget all the resources available 
to you as you study this year.  There 
are the materials available at the 
website:  
http://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/#!bibl
e-study-resources/m5dcv  -  the same 
ones available through the Church 
Store. 
 
There is also a blog with information to 
be used with each lesson.  This blog 
can be found at the website:   
http://pwpcusa.typepad.com/jesus/  

http://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/#!bible-study-resources/m5dcv
http://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/#!bible-study-resources/m5dcv
http://pwpcusa.typepad.com/jesus/
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Many Opportunities to Change Lives and Support Mission  
through Presbyterian Women 

Submitted by Trudi Nelson, PWP Moderator 
 

One needs only consider the sheer number of ministries Presbyterian Women has 
touched the world over to truly appreciate Presbyterian Womenôs unfaltering 
commitment to living into Godôs call to care for Godôs people.  As we continue to share 
our gifts with worthy ministries near and far, please remember to support Presbyterian 
Women.  

During the 222nd General Assembly, the GA voted on PW, Inc.ôs placement in the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency Organization for Mission.  Placement recognizes 
Presbyterian Women in the PC(USA) as a corporation related to the General Assembly 
and allows PW the possibility of corresponding membership to the GA. Corresponding 
membership provides voice on the floor of GA for the PW national moderator or her 
designee. 

PWôs Think Again posters have generated a lot of conversation and enthusiasm.  The 
hope is to challenge PW ñstereotypesò and become a reality.  The poster series draws 
attention to a stereo-typical view of PW on the front, then contrasts that with a photo 
and text that shows who we really are and all of the amazing things we accomplish.  
They are posted on the PW website ï www.presbyterianwomen.org   You may 
download the posters in two sizes: 8.5 x 11 and 11 x 17 inches. Get them printed at 
your local print shop.  Email laura.lee@pcusa.org   

Who Is Jesus? Welcome to the 2016-2017 PW/Horizons Bible study, ñWho Is Jesus? 
What a Difference a Lens Makesò.  Author Judy Yates Siker invites you to join her on a 
journey that explores the question ñWho is Jesusò?  through a particular theological 
lens. Who is Jesuséaccording to Mark?.éaccording to Matthew?. éaccording to 
Luke?éaccording to John?...according to Paul?...according to Hebrews? é according 
to contemporary cultural interpretations., etc.  Order Bible studies by calling 
800.524.2612 or visit www.pcusa.org./store. 

Rooted in Christ, our PWP Spring Gathering/Retreat at First Presbyterian Church in 
Rapid City on April 29-30th was attended by many enthusiastic women in our 
Presbytery.  We explored our roots in Christ, our mission awareness and goals, and our 
partnership and advocacy in many justice and peace areas.   

Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace, our PW Synod Gathering in June at the 
Ramkota in Sioux Falls, identified our efforts to coordinate and promote the work and 
mission of PW. About fifty women from South Dakota attended the event with a 
registration of over 200 women from the Synod of Lakes and Prairies.  

Synod Gathering Giving from The Sower article by Joan Bergland 

$4009 was given in our offering. The funds were divided equally between The Sweetgrass 
Suicide Prevention Program of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and ECPAT-USA. Gift cards in the 
amount of $2355 were given to the Center of Hope in Sioux Falls which is a gospel outreach 
ministry for people who struggle with difficult life issues. In addition, we had a Hands On 
Project of putting together quilt tops. Women brought fabric ñfat quartersò which were cut into 
blocks. Sewing machines were available and 25 quilt tops were put together. The cents-ability 
offering at meals totaled $333.19. 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
mailto:laura.lee@pcusa.org
http://www.pcusa.org./store
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Welcome Letter from Kimball Protestant Parish 
 

 August 2, 2016 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The Kimball Protestant Parish looks forward to hosting the Spring 2017 PWP Gathering on 
Saturday, April 28-29.  In order to assist with planning for this event, we provide you with the following 
information. 

Kimball Protestant Parish is located at 301 South Babcock Street.  The entire church is located on one 
level so it is easily accessible to all.  If coming into town via I-90, turn north after exiting the interstate. 
You will come to a Y in the road.  The right fork takes you downtown and also by the Dakota Winds 
motel.  The left fork is highway 45.  This fork takes you past the Regency Inn motel, The Back 40, and 
Kimball Protestant Parish.  Continue on highway 45 following the road signs and you will find Jim & 
tŀǘǎȅΩǎ .ŜŘ ϧ Breakfast.   

For those in need of lodging: 

1. WƛƳ ϧ tŀǘǎȅΩǎ .ŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ттуΦспфн 

*Not only is Patsy an excellent cook, she is also one of our parishioners!  The B & B is located 4 
miles north of Kimball on highway #45, just follow the signs. 

2. Regency Inn, 778.6088 

3. Dakota Winds, 778.6215 

Eating establishments: 

1. 5ƻƻ ²ŀŀ 5ƛǘǘȅΩǎ- located in the truck stop on the west side after exiting I-90.  A favorite place 
for people to eat after worship on Sundays. 

2. The Back 40- bar & grill, also owned by a parishioner, good food & great ambiance! 

3. Club Vega- bar & grill, located downtown, east side of the street on the corner. 

The church can be contacted at 778.6410, the parsonage at 778.6411 regarding any questions or 
concerns you may have. I can also be reached via e-mail at pastorlorirobinson@gmail.com. Looking 
forward to seeing you all soon!  

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
Pastor Lori Robinson 

 
 

 

Join a PW mission tour of Ferncliff  

Consider joining a hands-on mission tour of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) Center, 
Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center, October 24ï28, 2016. You will tour the facility, which is 
related to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Presbytery of Arkansas; assemble Gifts of 
the Heart kits; receive PDA disaster response training; and visit the Heifer Projectôs headquarters 
and Clinton Library. Participation is limited to 20, so apply soon! 

The application (due no later than September 24) includes a full itinerary and cost information. 
Download the application. Contact Kathy Reeves, PWôs associate for mission, at 502/569-5402 
or by email (katharine.reeves@pcusa.org) for additional information. 
 

mailto:pastorlorirobinson@gmail.com
http://pma.pcusa.org/resource/application-october-2016-mission-tour-ferncliff/
mailto:katharine.reeves@pcusa.org
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Palestine ï April 2016 
Submitted by Judy Rops 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among Palestinian women. In fact, 70% of 
Palestinian women who go for breast cancer treatment are already in Stage III or Stage 
IV, often incurable. As a breast cancer survivor, I was touched by these words. 

In His Steps: Pathways of Peace is a USA-based organization seeking to change the 
health status of these Palestinian women.  No one could have told me that I would be 
traveling to Bethlehem to work on this project. But so it was that on April 8th I began my 
journey. I did not travel alone. A friend of mine, Claudia Kapp, accompanied me. Also 
accompanying us was Judy Kronmiller (a Presbyterian from the San Francisco area) 
who joined us at JFK airport in New York. What the three of us have in common is that 
we are all breast cancer survivors. In Bethlehem we met Lauren Miller, a young 
graduate student from Tennessee studying Global Health in London. She spent time 
working on the project previously. The four of us conducted four workshops in various 
areas of Bethlehem and visited three refugee camps. 

Bethlehem is in Palestine. Getting from one place to another is difficult if you are a 
Palestinian wanting to go somewhere else. Each Palestinian has an ID card which they 
carry with them at all times. We had the experience of going through check points with 
Israeli soldiers questioning us. They carry arsenal weapons. We did not have any 
difficulty going through any check points, but they are unkind to Palestinians. They can 
set up a check point anywhere and at any time, making travel to work in Jerusalem or 
traveling to Jerusalem for a doctor appointment difficult. We heard countless stories of 
harsh treatment by the Israeli soldiers and how they ñshootò very easily knowing they 
can justify their behavior without being prosecuted. 

We traveled to two remote villages and I will tell you our experience in one of them. In 
the village of Beit óAwwa, we were welcomed by 35 Muslim women ranging from the 
young to the old. A sign said, ñWELCOME to AMERICAN MEDICAL TEAM.ò My first 
thought was, òI wonder whoôs coming,ò and then realized it was us! These women were 
warm and inviting and listened attentively as we talked about breast cancer. Most have 
known someone who died from this disease. This village is fortunate in that it has a 
trained navigator. If someone is diagnosed with breast cancer, the navigator will assist 
them to the next step for cancer treatment.  

Mammography is not available like it is here. As cancer survivors, we told our stories of 
surviving this disease and then taught them BSE (breast self-examination) using 
prosthetic models. At the conclusion of the morning, they were laughing and taking 
ñselfiesò of themselves with us. There was overwhelming acceptance of our teaching. 

In addition to the workshops, our team met with two mayors, a director of nursing in a 
hospital, several physicians and clinical staff, and even the governor of Palestine. We 
were also privileged to see many Holy Land sites including a tour of Jerusalem, the 
Dead Sea, Nazareth, and the Sea of Galilee. Walking where Jesus once walked was an 
unbelievable experience. 

It will take some time to process what I have experienced. I will continue to support IHS 
to train navigators needed in more remote villages. I am looking forward to sharing my 
story with other Presbyterians. I will be speaking to the Madison PWC group in 
September. RSVP to Trudi Nelson (nelsont@svtv.com) or the church in Madison if you 
would like to attend. 

mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
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This brand-new revision reflects changes in the 
landscape of the church and PW, and is the 
essential guide for PW leaders and circles. This 
guide includes the fundamentalsðstructure and 
relationships, tips for leaders, alternative ways of 
ñbeing PW,ò ideas for rejuvenating groups, staying 
connected and moreðin a fresh format. 

The PW Manual: A Guide for Groups is available in 
both print and electronic editions. Among the 
advantages of the electronic edition: you pay no 
shipping.  

You may order the print edition (item PWR16120, $6.00) from Presbyterian Distribution 
Service by calling toll-free 800/524-2612 or ordering online at www.pcusa.org/store. 

 
 

 
 

Well Done Women of SD Presbytery!  

IT'S HERE!  

PW Manual: A Guide for 

PW Groups! 

 

August 1, 2016 
 
Dear Presbyterian Women of South Dakota Presbytery, 
 
We know you probably already received official receipts for your gifts to the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program totaling $811.67 so far in 2016. Even so, we in the Hunger Program saw that 
you had given and wanted to say thank you. 
 
Gifts like yours make a difference in lives around the world, helping families feed themselves 
and communities thrive. They also support the work inspired by Proverbs 31:8-9, which calls us 
to speak up for those who cannot and defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
 
Thank you for joining us in the mission of alleviating hunger and eliminating its root causes. 
Thank you for helping the work continue. 
 
With a grateful heart, 
 
Ruth Farrell, PHP Coordinator 
 

tel:800%2F524-2612
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-hljyhtd-drvlujdd-r/
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Synod Gathering ï 2016 ï Remembering the Gathering 
Submitted by Mary Jenner 

Many faces, familiar from past Synod Gatherings, and new faces. 

We were encouraged to sit at different tables at each meal, to meet new people. 

We had been asked to bring ñfat quartersò for hands on mission.  If you arenôt into 
quilting, you might not know that a fat quarter is a quarter yard of cotton quilting fabric.  
Women brought many different colors and patterns of fabric.  Some ironed the fabric.  
Others cut it into 9ò squares.  Others picked colors or patterns they thought would look 
good together, and arranged them.  Others took the squares, one row at a time, and 
sewed them together. Each row needed seams ironed. Another took two rows and 
sewed them together, adding a row after more ironing, until the quilt top was complete.  
Hopefully, the squares ended up in the right place.  Some took pictures of the squares 
as arranged, to avoid confusion. (Like, as each square was sewed, ñDo I put the stripes 
horizontal or vertical?ò).  Quilt tops were given to various individuals or groups, who 
would finish the quilt and donate it to a local charity. 

Plenary sessions focused on the life and teachings of St. Francis of Assisi.  Learned 
many new things about him.  Led by Rev. Dr. Carolyn Visser. 

Who is Jesus? workshop gave background and preparation for this yearôs Horizons 
Bible study.   

Practicing Godôs Radical Hospitality workshop, focused on what those we encounter 
have gone through, or go through daily.  Made me realize how privileged we are, 
compared to many in the U.S. and worldwide. 

Just Serve workshop, by Pat and Haley Hammond, made clear the problems they saw 
in India and work of Rahabôs Rope, to combat them. 

Healing Touch workshop was an interesting introduction to Reiki, using the 7 energy 
fields (chakras) of the body to promote healing. 

Clutter 101 workshop explained that decluttering and cleaning are not the same.  Donôt 
do them at same time.  Keep a thing if it gives you joy. 

Time didnôt permit attending other workshops of interest. 

Great time.  Full days.  Will go again. 
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Synod Gathering Collage 

  



 9 

PWP Synod Gathering Responsive Reading 
Prayer of St Francis of Assisi 

Written by Connie Jorgensen from Indianola, Iowa, for this Gathering, 2016 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy 
peace. 

Lord, I mean, really use me. 
Remove discord from my thought life. 

Given to be right or kindðhelp me 
always choose kind, 

As discord only brings chaos, not the 
peace we seek. 

 
Where there is hatred, let me sow 

love. 
Lord, you have taught us, 
That anger in our hearts, 

Is as harmful to the soul as murder. 
Hatred is deadly to me and others. 

 
Where there is injury, pardon. 

have I had my feelings hurt? 
Of courseðmany times. 

Sometimes my own thoughts cause me 
injury. 

Un-forgiveness harms my soul as well 
as others. 

 
Where there is error, the truth. 
Help me not to turn a blind eye 

To the many needs in our world. 
Simply putðif there are wrongs, 

Help me with courage to make them 
right. 

 
Where there is doubt, the faith. 

Thank you, God, for doubt. 
If everything were set in stone, 

There would be no need for faith. 
Faith strengthens me and pleases You. 

 

 
Where there is despair, hope. 

Having a bad dayðweekðyear? 
What we are experiencing is only 

temporary. 
Maybe we have looked away from 

Christ. 
Return our gaze and hope will return. 

 
Where there is darkness, light. 

Christ is the light of the world. 
We may have Christ in our heart, 
But if we keep the shades pulled, 
His light is not allowed to shine on 

others. 
 

Where there is sadness, joy. 
No matter how deep my sadness, 

Be it pain, betrayal, emptiness, or loss, 
The only reason I have ever felt 

joylessness, 
Is when I have turned my face away 

from the Lord. 
 

O Divine Master 
Grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled, as to console. 
To be understood, as to understand. 

To be loved, as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned. 

In other words, Lord. 
Help me put you and others first, 

And put myself last 
So that I may truly glorify You. 
In Christôs name---Amen.
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Reflecting on Light ï 2018 Churchwide Gathering 

This month's exploration is from Mary Martin, the chair of the planning team for the 2018 
Churchwide Gathering! Here is an excerpt from Mary's longer devotional:  

Scripture is full of imagery about light and darkness. In biblical times, people were dependent on 
much more rudimentary ways to generate lightðmostly natural light, from the sun, moon and 
stars. Maybe candlelight? But, today, artificial light comes from everywhere; if we started making 
a list, it would never end. So, it is very unusual for us to be in total darkness. Can you think of a 
time you have been in total darkness? Itôs very rareðmaybe in a cave; but even in a dark room, 
moonlight will seep in around the windowshade, or under the door. It seems to me that the light 
of Christ is the same way. No matter how dark the circumstancesðthe depth of depression, a 
dead-end job or family situation, a life-threatening illnessðthe light of Christ slips in. And this list 
is just about personal situations. Think of all the dark situations made bearable, made brighter 
by Christôs love. 
 

PWP-SD Mission Project for 2016 

CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates 
 

Every year the courts in SD handle hundreds of child abuse and 

neglect cases. 

Every one of them is more than just a file...each is a child's life. 

These children need someone to stand up for them. 

Someone to stand up for their Hopes, their Dreams and their 

Futures. 

That someone could be YOU! 

Become an advoc�D�W�H���I�R�U���D���F�K�L�O�G�«Call CASA to volunteer...or send 

a contribution to: 

Our PWP-SD Treasurer, Lois Stanfield, 5732 W. Bream Dr.; Sioux 

Falls, SD  57107. 

A Child's Voice.  A child's life.  Lifted up.  By You!! 

 


