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Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of South Dakota_____________ 

May 2016        _____________  
Moderator Musings         by Trudi Nelson, PWP Moderator   
 

Presbyterian Women!! Let’s explore and embrace!! 
 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace”  
*PW Synod Gathering in Sioux Falls at the Ramkota on June 15-18, 2016. Yes. Soon!  
*Scholarships are available to attend. Ten scholarships are still available! 
*Twenty (20) women have registered from SD. Let’s double and triple that number!  
* Registration is $200.00 /or/ for an evening and one day it is $100.00. You can register anytime! 
 

Mission – Where are we? 
*Bring $10.00 gift cards from Target or Hy-Vee for the Center of Hope in Sioux Falls. 
*Bring fat quarters of 100% cotton for Hands-On-Mission for quilts for homeless, VA hospital, etc. 
*Special Offering for EC-PAT (End Child Prostitution and Trafficking) and Sweetgrass Project (Pine 
Ridge). 
 

Volunteers - Please help! 
*Need volunteers to introduce workshops, direct Hands-on-Mission, and assist at the Mission Displays. 
 
Please contact me for further information! 
Trudi Nelson, PWP Moderator - Email: nelsont@svtv.com  or  

phone: 605-636-9287 or cell: 605-480-0560 
 
  

mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
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Looking Ahead:  
 
June 15-18th: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace”:  PW Synod Gathering at the Ramkota in 

Sioux Falls.  Registration booklets will be available.  Prayer and Bible study, mission, justice and 
peace, inclusion and caring will all take place. Sound like the PW Purpose?  Let’s talk the talk 
and walk the talk! 

 
Mission scrapbook now on Flickr 

Recommended Workshop Reading for the Synod Gathering 
Practicing God’s Radical Hospitality - book will also be available at the Gathering 

Every organization struggles with the challenges of change and difference. The church is no exception. 
But people and organizations can learn to respond to growth and change in constructive ways. As the 
author says, "If we put a pot of water on the stove, add some fresh vegetables, but don’t turn the heat 
on, it will never be soup. If we put it on high and leave it, it'll turn to mush. A practiced cook learns to 
bring the water to a boil, then turn the heat down to let it simmer. Along the way, she stirs the pot 
occasionally and adds salt, herbs or other seasonings to enhance the flavor of the vegetables." In short, 
individuals and organizations can learn to embrace change for enrichment, transformation and growth, 
and, in fact, might find that they need to seek and effect change in order to more effectively live the 
gospel message of God’s radical hospitality. This resource uses the mutual invitation process for Bible 
study about God's radical hospitality. It engages others through a variety of activities with thorough 
instructions which all can facilitate.  

This book will be used in Sue Kimball’s Workshop #7, but even if you aren’t signing up for that 
workshop, it’s a great book!!!  

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PEOPLE GOING TO THE SYNOD GATHERING  
Here is a list of what to bring with you, who the offering recipients are, and a list of questions and 
answers about the gathering. Registration will be in the hotel lobby on June 15 between 2:00 and 5:00 
p.m.  Parking at the hotel is free. The Gathering begins with dinner at 5:30 p.m.  
Things to bring with you are:  

• Tote bag  
• Bible and devotional materials  
• A light sweater – the rooms can be cold sometimes  
• Offering money  
• Thermal mug with lid (for coffee) and/or water bottle with lid  
• Swim suit if you plan to use the hotel’s water park or pool  

OFFERING RECIPIENTS  
$10 gift cards from Target or Hy-Vee will be given to the Center of Hope in Sioux Falls, SD.  
The Center of Hope is a gospel outreach ministry for people who struggle with difficult life issues. They seek 
to empower each individual to make the changes they desire in their lives. We care about each struggle 
including family concerns, relationship strains, addictions, financial concerns, joblessness, incarceration, 
hospitalization, questions about spirituality, or feelings of hopelessness. The Center of Hope is a place where 
people can come, be listened to, encouraged, and refreshed with the love of Jesus.  
ECPAT-USA is a group trying to keep children out of trafficking. They will receive half of the offering to assist 
them with policy and legislative advocacy, collaboration with the travel industry, and protection and 
empowerment of youth to ensure children grow up free. For more information on ECPAT-USA, go to their 
website, www.ecpatusa.org.  
The Sweetgrass Program will receive the other half of the offering. It is a grant under the umbrella of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe Health Adm. Program. The Sweetgrass Program is funded by SMHSA to provide greater 
community awareness, support, resources and skills for tribal youth suicide prevention.  
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LORD MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT 

OF YOUR PEACE  
From the Prayer of St. Francis of Asisi  

 

 

 

June 15-18, 2016 

Ramkota Hotel & Convention Center  

Sioux Falls, South Dakota  

An exciting new venue for our Synod Gathering  
 
Check the Synod website 
www.lakesandprairies.org/resources_women.html 
for more information 

http://www.lakesandprairies.org/resources_women.html


 4 

THE POWER OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

Program Highlights will include: 
 Morning and Evening Worship Bible study 
 Selection of workshops Meet the Speaker sessions 

Great Room which includes Bookstore,  
Ten Thousand Villages and a hands on mission project. 

 

Who should Attend: 
Women of all ages who would like to join in Christian Fellowship 

 and looking for a spiritually enriching experience. 

 
 

Choose from a variety of workshops including a new look at Presbyterian Women of Today and 

what they are doing. Listen to Keynote speaker Susan Jackson Dowd, enjoy Worship with the 

Rev. Dr. Carolyn Visser, join Kristi Holler in music, sound and dance, and let Rev. Stephanie 

Anthony challenge you in the new bible study, “Who is Jesus”. 

 

KEY NOTE SPEAKER: Susan Jackson Dowd, Executive Director of Presbyterian 

Women –  Susan works with the  Presbyterian Publishing Corporation with Presbyterian Women/ Horizons . She has 

a bachelorõs in journalism/radio television, a masterõs in Christian education and a doctorate in leadership education . 
 

WORSHIP LEADER: Rev. Dr. Carolyn Visser 
Ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament (Teaching Elder) June 28, 1992 in Houston, TX.  She has served in 

three congregations.  She is presently Honorably Retired and living in Monroe, SD.  She is a certified spiritual 

director and labyrinth facilitator.  

 

BIBLE STUDY LEADER: Rev. Stephanie Anthony 

Stephanie Anthony has been the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Hudson, Wisconsin since 2008.   Prior to this 

call she served as the associate pastor of First Pr esbyterian Church in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Among her favorite aspects 

of ministry is digging into scripture with diverse g atherings of the people of God . 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Kristi Holler  
Kristi Holler was born and raised in the  Sioux Falls, South Dakota  area.  Kristiõs life work includes church ministry and 

music ministry; & she is a passionate animal lover!  Kristi earned a Master of Divinity at Sioux Falls Seminary in 2006, 

& a Master of Theology at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga. in 2007.  

 

Accommodations at the Ramkota 
All events for the Gathering will be held at the Ramkota. All participants will reserve their own rooms. 
Just give them the dates and tell them you are with Presbyterian Women. We have 50 standard rooms 
with 2 beds blocked off for our use. Room Rate:  $85 / night plus taxes for 1-4 in a room. 
 

Registration:  Watch for information on the synod website and in future mailings. 
 

For further information contact: Joan Berglund at (402) 440-5478 

 Terri Sherman at (402) 525-6008 
 Kay Olson at (605) 366-2578 

 
 

 
 
 



 5 

 
 
 

HORIZONS Notes 
Diane Helin, Horizons Representative 

 
The winner of the free HORIZONS subscription at the PWP Spring Gathering in Rapid City was Shari 
West Twitero of First Presbyterian Church, Rapid City.   I understood that Shari is fairly new to 
Presbyterian Women so now she can be up to speed with the rest of us.   Congratulations, Shari! 
 
By the way, I took a poll of the women at that gathering, to find out how many are subscribers to 
HORIZONS magazine.  It was by no means a scientific poll (more of a raise-your-hand-if-you-get-
HORIZONS poll), and I was delighted when two-thirds of them raised their hands.  And they did so 
proudly.   
 
Several of the PW's represented at the gathering were able to purchase their next HORIZONS Bible 
Study, "Who Is Jesus?" from me, to take home for their ladies who do not subscribe.  By doing so, they 
saved shipping costs for orders they did not have to place. 
 
HORIZONS is one of PW’s best resources.   Keep on reading and studying, ladies!   
 

 
 

UNFOLDING THE ROSE 
Submitted by Mary Jenner 

A young, new preacher was walking with an 
older, more seasoned preacher in the garden 
one day and feeling a bit insecure about what 
God had for him to do, he was inquiring of the 
older preacher. The older preacher walked up to 
a rosebush and handed the young preacher a 
rosebud and told him to open it without tearing 
off any petals.  
 
The young preacher looked in disbelief at the 
older preacher and was trying to figure out what 
a rosebud could possibly have to do with his 
wanting to know the WILL OF GOD for his life 
and for his ministry. Because of his high respect 
for the older preacher, he proceeded to TRY to 
unfold the rose, while keeping every petal 
intact...It wasn't long before he realized how 
impossible it was to do so. Noticing the younger 
preacher's inability to unfold the rosebud while 
keeping it intact, the older preacher began to 
recite the following poem...  
 
 
 

UNFOLDING THE ROSE POEM 
 

It is only a tiny rosebud,  
A flower of God's design;  
But I cannot unfold the petals  
With these clumsy hands of mine.  
 
The secret of unfolding flowers  
Is not known to such as I.  
GOD opens this flower so sweetly,  
When in my hands they die.  
 
If I cannot unfold a rosebud,  
This flower of God's design,  
Then how can I have the wisdom 
To unfold this life of mine?  
 
So I'll trust in Him for leading  
Each moment of my day.  
I will look to him for His guidance  
Each step of the pilgrim way.  
 
The pathway that lies before me,  
Only my Heavenly Father knows.  
I'll trust Him to unfold the moments,  
Just as He unfolds the rose. 
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Mission Opportunities 

New Together in Service partner: Knitting4Peace 

At its most recent board meeting, the CCT approved a partnership with Knitting4Peace. 
Items needed 

• Mittens (for all ages) 
• Baby blankets 
• Baby bibs and booties 
• Wash cloths 
• Hats (for all ages) 
• Shawls and scarves 
• Peace Pals (knit and crochet girl and boy dolls) 
• Quilted sleeping mats 
• Blankets of Peace for Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 

Ship your items to Knitting4Peace, 2600 Leyden St., Denver, CO 80207. Every delivery costs 
between $0.10 and $3.00 per item, so donations to help with those expenses are appreciated. 
For more, see knitting4peace.org. Contact Kathy Reeves at katharine.reeves@pcusa.org if you 
have questions. 
 

PDA offers training to PW in synods 

Storms. Floods. Hurricanes. Fires. Disasters bring chaos to hundreds of thousands of lives 
every year and have lasting effects. Join one of three Disaster Preparation Training events 
being held in June by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance especially for Presbyterian women. 
These events are train-the trainer events designed to give women the tools needed to conduct 
disaster preparedness workshops for churches, presbyteries and communities. These events 
are being held in conjunction with the following PW synod gatherings: 

• PW in the Synod of Lakes and Prairies June 18, noon–5 PM; June 19, 8 AM–noon 
Ramkota Hotel, Sioux Falls, SD   We need 15 more volunteers from our synod!! 
• PW in the Synod of Mid-Atlantic June 8, 1–5 PM; June 9, 8:30 AM–12:30 PM 
Massanetta Springs, Harrisonburg, VA 
• PW in the Synod of Rocky Mountains June 10, 9 AM– 5 PM MST Laramie Comm. 
College, Cheyenne, WY 

Applications are on line at www.pcusa.org/pda   Click “ACT” and “Volunteer.” 
Email applications to beth.snyder@pcusa.org , or FAX to 502.569.5704. 

 
Apply now for Global Exchange to Indonesia 

The 2017 Global Exchange is scheduled to take place in Indonesia, September 12–29, 2017. 
The theme of this Global Exchange is “Building Bridges of Understanding,” inspired by 
Romans 1:12: “. . . so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours 
and mine.” The cost will be $5,000 per person, including round-trip air and land transportation. 
The deadline for applications is August 15, 2016.  Participants will be selected at the September 
PW board meeting. Questions? Email katharine.reeves@pcusa.org  Download the application 
at www.presbyterianwomen.org  
 

Partners for Just Trade turns 10 

Partners for Just Trade, which began as an initiative of the Presbyterian Hunger Program, is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary. This fair trade organization, which began with promoting 
products from Peruvian artisans at local and regional sales is now a successful nonprofit 
organization in partnership with more than 25 artisan communities in four countries! Learn more 
about PJT, its products, stories about the artisans, information about fair trade—and purchase 
beautiful items and set up a mission fair—with a visit to www.partnersforjusttrade.org ! 

  

http://www.pcusa.org/pda
mailto:beth.snyder@pcusa.org
mailto:katharine.reeves@pcusa.org
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
http://www.partnersforjusttrade.org/
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Reflecting on Ligh t  
Submitted by Kay Olson, Synod Representative to CCT 

 

2018 Churchwide Gathering!  Mark your calendars for August 2-5, 2018 Churchwide 
Gathering will be held at the Galt House, Louisville, Ky. 

PW Manual.  We’ve been hearing about the revisions coming to the 2013 PW Manual.  
It will be published as three separate, smaller documents:  Guide for PW Groups; Guide 
for PW Moderators; Guide for PW Treasurers. A separate booklet will be created for 
promotional purposes.  These materials will be available late spring so be watching for 
an announcement when they are ready to be purchased or downloaded! 

Think You Know Presbyterian Women?  Think Again.  PW has available a series of 
eight light-hearted and happily serious posters to help share the range of what it means 
to be Presbyterian Women!   

Go to PW website:   www.presbyterianwomen.org  to download the posters.  

PWP Moderator or PWP Secretary.  Please send to Patricia Longfellow your list of 
PWPCT members and PWC’s whenever you update these lists.  Send lists to:    
patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org   Churchwide does not want to miss reaching critical 
leaders with important information. 

Leadership Development Grants.   Don’t forget about the opportunity to apply for a 
grant to participate in leadership education events, including conferences.  Go to PW 
website (see above).  Select “Giving & Funding”.   Scroll down to Leadership 
Development Fund.  Read about applying and see if it is an opportunity you want to 
pursue. 

Thank Offering Reports.  Thank you for submitting 24 out of 54 reports concerning 
Thank Offering recipients in your presbytery since 1988.  Tracking down some of the 
older grants has been tricky but trying to find out something about the recipient is the 
goal.  If your presbytery has not completed your reports, please try to complete this 
effort as soon as possible.  Churchwide staff is very impressed with our Synod’s efforts 
and appreciate the information shared to date. 

 
  

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
mailto:patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org
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Media Resource Center 
By Judy Rops, Media Resource Center Representative 

 

I hope you are looking forward to the Synod Gathering for Presbyterian Women to be 
held in June in Sioux Falls at the Ramkota Hotel and Conference Center. There are a 
couple of films you might want to take in and view. 

The first is TRIGGER: the Ripple Effect of Gun Violence. In the U.S. more than 
30,000 people are killed every year by gun violence. The disaster of gun violence is 
seen in almost every community. Drawing upon conversations with lawmakers, 
emergency room chaplains and surgeons, survivors and victims’ families of officials, 
police officers, community leaders and others, TRIGGER shares the “ripple effect” that 
one shooting has on a survivor, a family, a community and a society. TRIGGER 
addresses the critical issue of gun violence prevention by lifting up the voice and 
experiences of those who seek common ground. 

The second is I AM. Hollywood director, Tom Shadyac, experiences a life threatening 
head injury. His journey takes him with a film crew to ask the following questions: 

 What’s wrong with our world? 

 What can we do about it? 

This movie gives great examples of “I am the problem, and I am the solution.” Tom 
Shadyac says, “We started by asking what’s wrong with the world, and ended up 
discovering what’s right with it.” 

The third film is A Faith Journey of a People: Dakota and Christianity. This short film 
will give a history of the 175 plus year history of the Dakota Presbytery.   

Resources available through the Media Resource Center can obtained by visiting their 
web site (www.plainsmedia.org) or calling Carmen Gill at 605.338.8738. 

 

Reflecting on Light – 2018 Churchwide Gathering 

Light is the theme of the 2018 Churchwide Gathering, we'll explore the many meanings of light 
in scripture and in our lives. This first exploration is from Annabelle Wells, moderator of PW of 
Central Nebraska Presbytery. Here she reflects on light as guided by the first line of Psalm 27, 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

“God’s light reveals and encourages all good things in my life and in the lives of those around 
me. God’s light illumines my mind as I read the Bible, observe God’s creation and meet family 
and friends. God’s light leads me through difficulties, sorrows, grief and betrayals, and also joys 
and celebrations. 

How can I increase my awareness of God as light? 
 

http://www.plainsmedia.org/
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Teach Us to Pray 
By Judy Rops 

 

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, he gave them a prayer. It was 
quotable, repeatable and portable. The prayer was called the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:1-
4). Jesus did not lecture on prayer nor does he today, but we hear ourselves say, “Lord, 
teach me to pray.”  

According to Max Lucado, the result is a simple, easy-to-remember, pocket-size prayer: 

 Father, You are good.   

I need help. Heal me and forgive me. 

 They need help. Thank you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

As you begin your day—Father you are good. 

As you commute to work or work at home—I need help. 

As you wait in the grocery line—They need help. 

Keep this prayer in your pocket as you walk through the day.  

In addition, Lucado says, “Prayer, for most of us, is not a matter of a month-long retreat 
or even an hour of meditation. Prayer is a conversation with God while driving to work or 
awaiting an appointment or before interacting with a client. Prayer can be the internal 
voice that directs the external action.” 

God is able to teach you to pray. Repeat the pocket prayer. When we invite God into 
our world, he walks in. He brings a host of gifts including joy, patience and resilience. 
Anxieties come, but they don’t stick. Fears surface and then depart. Regrets land on the 
windshield, but then comes the wiper of prayer. Struggles come but so does God. 

Prayer is not a privilege for the pious, not the art of a chosen few. Prayer is simply a 
heartfelt conversation between God and his child. He taps at the door. Open it. 
Welcome him in. Let the conversation begin.   

Excerpts from Pocket Prayers by Max Lucado 40 Simple Prayers that bring Peace and 
Rest 

 

PW in the Media 

Explore PW’s YouTube channel! Just visit www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen , click on "Videos"  

PWõs website should be a vital resource for you in your PW ministry and life of faith.  This new 

website, which will continue to be found at www.presbyterianwomen.org   is your new website!  

 

Help our Treasurer 

Please send a Presbyterian Women in the 
Congregation Remittance Form with each 
payment sent to Lois, our PWP treasurer.  It 
makes her bookkeeping job a bit easier. 

Lois Stanfield, 5732 W Bream Dr 
Sioux Falls, SD  57107 

The Prairie Wind is Available  

ELECTRONICALLY!  
If you are interested in  receiving the 

newsletter by e-mail instead of mail contact  

Linda Barnett at barnelim@hotmail.com  

http://www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com
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PRAIRIE WIND, PWP of SD 
Linda Barnett, Editor 
P.O. Box 193 

Hendricks, MN  56136 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN of the 
PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2016-17 COORDINATING TEAM 
                            
MODERATOR  Trudi Nelson       6498 Evergreen Acres Dr    Wentworth  57075    636-9287        nelsont@svtv.com 
VICE MODERATOR     Margaret Ellefson     413 W Capitol Ave        Pierre  57501        224-6020   margknute@pie.midco.net  
SECRETARY/HISTORIAN  Lois Huisman    6715 Maidstone Ct     Rapid City  57702   716-1236      lhuisman44@gmail.com     
TREASURER     Lois Stanfield           5732 W Bream Dr      Sioux Falls  57107   271-6381      lstanfield@sio.midco.net  
COMMUNICATIONS Linda Barnett       PO Box 193    Hendricks, MN  56136     507-275-4053     barnelim@hotmail.com  
MISSION    Jeanne Armstrong    408 N Tyler               Pierre  57501    354-0570 lajeanne.armstrong@gmail.com  
MEDIA CENTER REP   Judy Rops             28279 465th Ave         Lennox  57039          647-2959                    jrops@svtv.com  
HORIZONS REP Diane Helin           1506 S 1st Ave          Sioux Falls  57105        334-4562         djhelin@sio.midco.net  
SEARCH     Vicky Wahl    24194 421st Ave Fulton  57340   527-2662  wahl3rainbowranch@santel.net  

Paula Zavitz          3980 Corral Dr            Rapid City  57702      343-4437           bzav@rap.midco.net 
Diane Helin           1506 S 1st Ave          Sioux Falls  57105        334-4562         djhelin@sio.midco.net 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH Judy Rops             28279 465th Ave         Lennox  57039          647-2959                    jrops@svtv.com 
    Paula Larson          416 W 1st Ave           Artesian  57314       527-2458    larson_paula@hotmail.com  

Bonnie Wirt    28813 454th Ave          297-4938  
 

Please send name and address changes to: 
PRAIRIE WIND, PWP of SD, Linda Barnett, Editor   P.O. Box 193   Hendricks, MN  56136 

email   barnelim@hotmail.com  

What does your PW do?  What “works” for you? 
Share your successes! 

Write to or email Linda, editor of Prairie Wind 

mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
mailto:margknute@pie.midco.net
mailto:lhuisman44@gmail.com
mailto:lstanfield@sio.midco.net
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com
mailto:lajeanne.armstrong@gmail.com
mailto:jrops@svtv.com
mailto:djhelin@sio.midco.net
mailto:wahl3rainbowranch@santel.net
mailto:bzav@rap.midco.net
mailto:djhelin@sio.midco.net
mailto:jrops@svtv.com
mailto:larson_paula@hotmail.com
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com

