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Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of South Dakota_____________ 

February 2015          _____  
Moderator Musings         by Trudi Nelson, PWP Moderator   
 

One Body, One Spirit 
The Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women is a time to make and renew friendships, enrich our minds 
and souls, and engage in new ways to live out our PW Purpose through mission opportunities, advocacy work, 
and Bible study. The Churchwide Gathering is June 18-21, 2015, at the Hyatt Regency in Minneapolis.   
 
Don’t want to drive?  Ride the bus!  Contact Margaret Ellefson, Vice-Moderator.  Email: 
margknute@pie.midco.net or Phone: 605-224-6020. 
 
Want additional money?  Get a PW Scholarship to help with expenses!  There are 30 $50 scholarships 
available – first come first serve.  Contact Trudi Nelson, Moderator.  Phone: 605-636-9287 or Email: 
nelsont@svtv.com. 
 
Register NOW:   
Registration is online at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering and by mail (Trudi has extra registration 
booklets.) beginning January 15th.  Full Gathering registration is just $395.00 (less that in 2012).  If you register 
online or postmark your registration by March 20th, YOU: 
 

*Receive a special-edition Gathering pin.  You will get a ticket at the Gathering check-in that you can 
redeem for a special-edition pin.  
 
*Will have priority to purchase a limited-edition Gathering tote bag.  Register early to purchase one of 
these eco-friendly totes! 
 
*Are a good steward! Your prompt registration helps Presbyterian Women anticipate attendance more 
accurately, ensuring that the Gathering offers the right programs for the right number of participants. 
 
*Can vote for the official Gathering theme song.  Provide an email address with your registration and 
you’ll receive an email with instructions on how to hear the contenders and cast your ballot. 

 
Rooms at the Hyatt Regency are $169.00 per night plus tax for up to four people. Phone: 888-421-1442 and 
refer to the Churchwide Gathering or online at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering for a link.   
 
The Gathering is an opportunity to renew ourselves as an important body within the Church—one body with many 
members.  It is a time to celebrate the one Spirit that lives and works through all of us.  It is a time to recognize 
the gifts of the Spirit that have graced each of us and lift up the shared mission and ministry that is accomplished 
when we work and worship together as a single body. 
  

mailto:margknute@pie.midco.net
mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering
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Looking Ahead:  
 

March 21, 2015  PW Presbytery CT Meeting in Huron.  Saturday. 

 

April 25, 2015      PWP Spring Gathering at Huron – Our Glorious Blessings.  Saturday.  Rev. Lois Aroian, 

Willow Lake, will lead the opening worship service and later in the day will speak on the Middle East.  

She also attended the Faithful Women Fall Retreat at Joy Ranch in October. 

(Future PWP Spring Gatherings:  Rapid City will host in 2016 and Miller in 2017.) 

 
June 18-21, 2015 PW Churchwide Gathering at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Minneapolis, MN 
 Theme:  One Body, One Spirit, based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 All Aboard:  Do you want to take a bus ride?  Send the bus form to:  Margaret Ellefson, PWP Vice-
Moderator, at 413 W. Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD  57501. Email: margknute@pie.midco.net  or Phone: 224-6020 
 
 

 
 

Coordinating Team Slate for Upcoming Year 
Submitted by Search Team 

PWP  Search Committee is pleased to announce the following women have agreed to be nominated as 
leaders at the Spring Gathering in Huron on April 25, 2015. 

 Lois Stanfield, 1st Presbyterian Church, Sioux Falls 
She was appointed to serve unexpired term as Treasurer.   
She will seek her 1st  three year term, 2015-2018. 
 
Linda Barnett, 1st Presbyterian Church, Brookings. 
She has served one three year term. 
She will seek her 2nd three year term, 2015-2018. 
 
Paula Larson, Endeavor Presbyterian Church, Fedora. 
Served one three year term. 
She will seek her 2nd three year term, 2015-2018. 
 
Paula Zavitz, 1st Presbyterian Church, Rapid City. 
She was appointed to serve an unexpired term. 
She will seek her 1st three year term, 2015-2018. 

 
Thank you to these women and all the other women who accept the call to be PW Leaders. 
 
 

  Help our Treasurer 

Please send a Presbyterian Women in the 
Congregation Remittance Form with each 
payment sent to Lois, our PWP treasurer.  It 
makes her bookkeeping job a bit easier 

The Prairie Wind is Available 

ELECTRONICALLY! 
If you are interested in  

receiving the newsletter by e-mail instead 

of by mail contact 

Linda Barnett at 

barnelim@hotmail.com  

mailto:margknute@pie.midco.net
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com
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Bus Form 
  

Yes, I want to ride the bus to the Churchwide Gathering in June 2015. 
 
Name    _______________________________________________ 
 
Address   _______________________________________________ 
 
City and Zip code ________________________________________ 
 
Email address ___________________________________________ 
 
Please enclose a check to PWPSD for the full amount of $130. 
Put Bus on the Memo line. 
Deadline is May 1, 2015. 
 
Send to:  Margaret Ellefson 
                  413 West Capitol 
                  Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Confirmation will be sent upon receiving your check. 
 
Please indicate if the following is needed: 
____ I will need housing the night before boarding the bus.  
____ I will need housing upon return from the trip. 
 

 

  CHURCHWIDE VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITY!!!! 

 

146 volunteers are needed for the 
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women June 18-21` in Minneapolis.  There is 
now a website one can go to see what the 
volunteer opportunities are and to sign up.  It 
is pwsignup.com   If you have questions, 
contact Belinda Breit, volunteer coordinator, 
at belinda.breit@comcast.net   This is a great 
way to get more involved as well as help! 

PWP Churchwide Scholarships 
Available 

 
There are 30 scholarships available for 

those attending the Chruchwide Gathering.  
Each scholarship is $50.  They will be 
awarded on a 1st come 1st serve basis.  

Contact: 

Trudi Nelson 

605-636-9287 or 
Email: nelsont@svtv.com. 

 
 

mailto:belinda.breit@comcast.net
mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
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Updates from Churchwide Coordinating Team (CW CT)  
Kay Olson, Synod Rep to CW CT 

 
As a member on the Leadership Enhancement Committee (LEC), we have a couple of projects I would 
like your input on. 

1.  [9/ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳ ¢ǊƛŜŘ ¢ƘƛǎΚέ 
If your PW has had success with a local mission effort, would you share with me and maybe it will get 
posted on the web.   Write a brief overview of your successful efforts and send it to me.  (to write or email 
me see contact info on back page.) 
 
Don’t worry how well your story is written because Churchwide has staff that can put the best spin on it.  
We just need the basic story and contact information if there are questions. 
 
LEC wants to use social media to share suggestions from one PW group that can be used by other PW 
groups. 

 

2.  Revise 2013 PW Manual. 
If you have referred to portions of the 2013 PW Manual, do you have comments to share on any of the 
sections?  Any changes you would suggest?  I would appreciate hearing any suggestions you have. 
 
The PW Manual is meant to be a “guideline”.   Some view it as a policy manual and all PW groups must 
follow the manual.  This is not how it is intended.  A revision is planned after the 2015 Churchwide 
Gathering to update and modernize the manual.  

 
USA Mission Experience 2016 will visit Bay Area.  Interested in representing our Synod? 
Be watching for more information so you can apply! 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Justice and Peace Calendar 

February 
Black History Month 
1 National Freedom Day 
2 Souper Bowl of Caring 
14 One Billion Rising for Justice— 

www.onebillionrising.org 
17 National Random Acts of Kindness Day 
25 Orange Day 

March 
Women’s History Month 
8 International Women’s Day 
8 Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday 
9–20 UN Commission on the Status of 

Women 
25 Orange Day 
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Please Post or Share 

. 

Our Glorious Blessings  
 Count Your Blessings One By One 

 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of SD  

Spring Gathering  

Saturday, April 25, 2015  

First Presbyterian Church  

Huron, SD  

 
9:00-9:30 ς Registration 
Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Lois Aroian 
She is the pastor at the United Presbyterian Church in Willow Lake.  She has a 
PH.D. from the University of Michigan and taught Middle Eastern history and 
wrote two books.  She spent 13 years in Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Mauritania, 
Sudan, and Syria as a researcher and a diplomat.  She has visited Armenia, Iran, 
Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and Turkey.  She is passionate about 
human rights in the Middle East and North Africa.  Pastor Lois will teach a class on 
“Armenia and the Armenians” at the 2015 Synod School. 
 
Program: Christianity and Crisis in the Middle East Today 
Christians in the Middle East, the descendants of the “first” Christian’s find 
themselves under onslaught in today’s Middle East.  From Israel’s attempts to 
seize ancient Christian properties in Old Jerusalem to attacks by radical Muslims 
on churches in Iraq, Syria, and Egypt, Christians are struggling to maintain a 
presence in the lands of the Bible.  Pastor Lois will discuss key issues and how 
Presbyterians are helping those in need. 
 
Special Offerings:  Bring Birthday, Centsability, and Least Coin 
Receive Information: Churchwide Gathering with Scholarships and a Bus Ride 
 
$10.00 Registration: Come to support the room furnishings at Pioneer Camp – a 
PW mission project.  Come to enjoy friends. Come to count your blessings!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Women from Des Moines Presbytery 
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Presbyterian Women and the Pioneer Camp Project Challenge 
Submitted by Jeanne Armstrong, Mission Coordinator 

Our camping ministries are in need of our help.  As construction on the new lodge on the Pioneer 
property nears completion, funds are becoming scarce.  The lodge now has functional bathrooms, 
kitchen and dining areas – but the sleeping rooms are bare.  The lodge is in need of window coverings 
bunk beds, mattresses, bedding and pillows. 

We can help!  As a presbytery PW group, we have challenged ourselves to raise funds to help furnish a 
room or rooms in the new lodge.  We have received a $5,000.00 challenge donation given as an 
incentive to raise an additional $5,000.00.  Please consider creative ways you can raise funds for this 
project. 

A special fund is established through Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery. Please send your 
matching contributions, marked for this purpose, to Lois Stanfield, PWP Treasurer, 5732 W. Bream 
Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57107. 

Remember:  Our goal is to meet or exceed this $5,000 challenge by April 1st, 2015.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

USA Mission Experience 2016 will 
visit Bay Area 

The Churchwide Coordinating Team of 
Presbyterian Women has accepted the 
invitation of the Presbyterian Women of San 
Francisco and San José Presbyteries for the 
2016 USA Mission Experience. The diversity 
of cultures, economies and lifestyles that make 
up the Bay Area will enrich this experience and 
provide a variety of resources to create an 
exceptional USA Mission Experience for PW. 

Stay tuned for more information about the 
2016 USA Mission Experience, available early 
2015. 

The Wheels on the Bus Go 
ΨwƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ΨwƻǳƴŘ 

All the way to the Churchwide Gathering in 
Minneapolis 

Cost $130 ς Send bus form to 
Margaret Ellefson by May 1 
margknute@pie.midco.net  

(Re: PW Churchwide Gathering Bus) 

or 605-224-6020 

New book tells the Fellowship story through a 
child’s eyes 

For children of all ages (and that means you, too!), Shanti 

Means Peace: The Story of the Fellowship of the Least Coin is a 
truly special picture book.  In this paperback, Anna Bedford 
expertly tells the tale of the Fellowship of the Least Coin and 
illustrator Shelley Hehenberger brings the gift of bright, 
captivating illustrations. Order from PDS, 800.524.2612; item 
PWR14470, $7.50. 

mailto:margknute@pie.midco.net
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Ecumenical Media Resource Center                                                              

 

The Center made a couple new purchases and they are available for the asking if your 
church is a member of the Media Resource Center. 

Victory and Peace or Justice and Peace?  There is nearly 4 hours of DVD content and 
discussion guide.  It is ideal for a variety of settings and flexible in format—can be conducted 
over 4, 8 or 12 weeks.  The lecturer is John Dominic Crossan, a preeminent historical Jesus 
scholar.  Topics include justice and the world, history and Jesus, worship and violence, 
resurrection and community.  A bonus sermon is also included entitled “Justice as Love.” 

Painting the Stars explores the promise of evolutionary Christian spirituality.  It is a 7 
session program which includes a downloadable participant reader and a facilitator guide 
with discussion questions.  The basic format: 1 ½  hour sessions including conversation 
around the reading, a 20 minute video presentation and guided discussion.   
Resources abound in the Presbyterian Church.  Here are more: 

 2015 Presbyterian Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study:  The stories in this 
year’s book highlight the many ways that we , together with sisters and brothers in this 
country and around the world, share the good news of God’s generous love for the world 
both in word and in deed according to Sara Pottschmidt Lisherness, director, Compassion, 
Peace and Justice. 

 Glory to God (The new Presbyterian Hymnal):  How can we keep from singing 
when we use the resources in this new hymnal? In the introduction of the hymnal it says the 
following:   

we know this hymnal will change lives,  
we know this hymnal will inspire the church,  
we know these songs will enliven worship in powerful ways and  
we know the new songs will speak truth.   
In development since 2008, it is a wonderful resource.  Check it out.  I encourage your 

PW group to start a fund for the purchase of this new hymnal if your group has not done so 
already. 

Churchwide Gathering in Minneapolis in June, 2015:  Resources will certainly 
abound here. 

Carmen Gill is the Media Resource Center Administrator.  E mail her at 
mrc@sodakucc.org or call her at (605) 338-8738 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Rops, Media Center Representative 

 

mailto:mrc@sodakucc.org
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Devotion  
submitted by Mary Jenner, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 
How much do we notice as we go through a day????? 

Lisa Beamer on Good Morning America - if you remember, she's the wife of Todd Beamer who said 'Let's Roll!' 
and helped take down the plane over Pennsylvania that was heading for Washington , DC back on 9/11. 

She said it's the little things that she misses most about Todd, such as hearing the garage door open as he came 
home, and her children running to meet him. 

Lisa recalled this story: 
"I had a very special teacher in high school many years ago whose husband died suddenly of a heart attack.  

About a week after his death, she shared some of her insight with a classroom of students.  As the late afternoon 
sunlight came streaming in through the classroom windows and the class was nearly over, she moved a few 

things aside on the edge of her desk and sat down there.  With a gentle look of reflection on her face, she paused 
and said, 'Class is over, I would like to share with all of you, a thought that is unrelated to class, but which I feel is 
very important. Each of us is put here on earth to learn, share, love, appreciate and give of ourselves.  None of it 

can be taken away at any moment.  Perhaps this is God's way of telling us that we must make the most out of 
every single day.  Her eyes, beginning to water, she went on, 'So I would like you all to make me a promise.  From 

now on, on your way to school, or on your way home, find something beautiful to notice.  It doesn't have to be 
something you see, it could be a scent, perhaps of freshly baked bread wafting out of someone's house, or it 

could be the sound of the breeze slightly rustling the leaves in the trees, or the way the morning light catches one 
autumn leaf as it falls gently to the ground. Please look for these things.  Some of these things are the "stuff" of 

life. 

The little things we are put here on earth to enjoy. 
The things we often take for granted. 

The class was completely quiet. We all picked up our books and filed out of the room silently. That afternoon, I 
noticed more things on my way home from school than I had that whole semester.  Every once in a while, I think 

of that teacher and remember what an impression she made on all of us, and I try to appreciate all of those 
things that sometimes we all overlook. 

Take notice of something special you see on your lunch hour today. Go barefoot. Or walk on the beach at sunset.  
Stop off on the way home tonight to get a double dip ice cream cone. For as we get older, it is not the things we 

did that we regret, but the things we didn’t do. 

If you like this, please pass it on to a friend, if not just delete it and go on with your life! 
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, 

But by the moments that take our breath away." 

HAVE A GREAT DAY! 
GOD Bless you every day of your life. 

The nicest place to be is in someone's thoughts 
The safest place to be is in someone's prayers, 

And the very best place to be is....in the hands of God. 
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Dear Presbyterian Woman,  

You know all that Horizons has to offer - theological reflection, inspiration, interpretation of issues facing 
the world, connections to what other PW groups are doing. Chances are, you also know someone who 
isn't a subscriber and who would be enriched by Horizons. What about your pastor, a woman in your 
congregation, a seminary student or a woman who just joined your Presbyterian Women group?  

Share their names and they’ll receive six free issues of Horizons (and offer free access to the digital 
edition)!  

This offer is for new subscribers only who live in the United States. It does not include the Presbyterian 
Women's annual Bible study.  

Thank you for sharing Horizons!  By the way, please consider sending the names of women under the 
age of 45 so we can introduce Horizons to them, but ALL are welcome. 

If you would like to give new FREE subscriptions, please email the following information to me:  Name, 
mailing address and email address (if available) for each recipient.  I will forward the information to 
Horizons, and they will make it happen.  My email is djhelin@sio.midco.net. 

I’ll see you at the Horizons table at the PWP Spring Gathering!    Diane Helin, PWP Horizons Rep 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

mailto:djhelin@sio.midco.net
https://www.cambeywest.com/openclick/?m=66408&t=c&p=HZN&e=djhelin@sio.midco.net&a=&c=link-image&s=GEM2014&l=https://www.cambeywest.com/subscribe2/?p=HZN$f=freesub$s=gem2014
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The Gathering, held once every three years, is an opportunity for Presbyterian women from across the 

country (and around the world!)  to gather for worship, education, community -building, fun and 

renewal. Participants will enjoy workshops, tours, forums, plenary sessions with inspiring speakers 

and worship. PWôs triennial Business Meeting also takes place during the Gathering, where budget, 

leadership and programmatic emphases will be decided. 

In 2015, the Gathering will be held June 18ï21 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Themed ñOne Body, One 

Spirit,ò the 2015 Gathering will be an opportunity for worship and community, education and funðall 

exploring 1 Corinthians 12:12ï27: 

Registration is online at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering  and by mail (Trudi has extra 

registration  booklets.).  Full Gathering registration is just $395.  
  

For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  
For in the one Spirit, we were all baptized into 
one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – 
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

 
Plan to take the bus to the 
PW Churchwide Gathering 

Hyatt Regency 
Minneapolis, MN 
June 18-21, 2015 

 
Cost $130 

 
Send bus form to: 
 Margaret Ellefson. 

margknute@pie.midco.net 

605-224-6020 

Please contact by May 1 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering
mailto:margknute@pie.midco.net
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PRAIRIE WIND, PWP of SD 
Linda Barnett, Editor 
P.O. Box 193 

Hendricks, MN  56136 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN of the 
PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2014-15 COORDINATING TEAM 
                            
MODERATOR  Trudi Nelson       6498 Evergreen Acres Dr    Wentworth  57075    636-9287        nelsont@svtv.com 
VICE MODERATOR     Margaret Ellefson     413 W Capitol Ave        Pierre  57501        224-6020   margknute@pie.midco.net  
SECRETARY/HISTORIAN  Lois Huisman    6715 Maidstone Ct     Rapid City  57702   716-1236      lhuisman44@gmail.com     
TREASURER     Lois Stanfield           5732 W Bream Dr      Sioux Falls  57107   271-6381      lstanfield@sio.midco.net  
COMMUNICATIONS Linda Barnett       PO Box 193    Hendricks, MN  56136     507-275-4053     barnelim@hotmail.com  
MISSION    Jeanne Armstrong    109 Riverside Dr   Pierre  57501        354-0570 lajeanne.armstrong@gmail.com  
MEDIA CENTER REP   Judy Rops             28279 465th Ave         Lennox  57039          647-2959                    jrops@svtv.com  
HORIZON REP  Diane Helin           1506 S 1st Ave          Sioux Falls  57105        334-4562         djhelin@sio.midco.net  
SEARCH     Paula Zavitz          3980 Corral Dr            Rapid City  57702      343-4437           bzav@rap.midco.net  

Kay Olson      3901 Spencer Blvd     Sioux Falls  57103     336-3585      dkolson@sio.midco.net  
Carrie Van Buren  1334 Orchard Dr      Brookings 57006         692-9518    twograycats@hotmail.com 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH Paula Larson          416 W 1st Ave           Artesian  57314       527-2458    larson_paula@hotmail.com  
   Mary Jenner         1002 Verendrye Dr     Ft. Pierre  57532       223-3136         djenner@pie.midco.net  
   Marlene Tobias   4150 Villa Ridge Ct #114    Rapid City  57701   342-8067        rmtob54@gmail.com  

 

Please send name and address changes to: 
PRAIRIE WIND, PWP of SD, Linda Barnett, Editor   P.O. Box 193   Hendricks, MN  56136 

email   barnelim@hotmail.com  

What does your PW do?  What “works” for you? 
Share your successes! 

Write to or email Linda, editor of Prairie Wind 

mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
mailto:margknute@pie.midco.net
mailto:lhuisman44@gmail.com
mailto:lstanfield@sio.midco.net
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com
mailto:lajeanne.armstrong@gmail.com
mailto:jrops@svtv.com
mailto:djhelin@sio.midco.net
mailto:bzav@rap.midco.net
mailto:dkolson@sio.midco.net
mailto:twograycats@hotmail.com
mailto:larson_paula@hotmail.com
mailto:djenner@pie.midco.net
mailto:rmtob54@gmail.com
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com

