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“This is the beginning of a New Year! 2016! Let’s renew and refresh our trust and belief in the role of
Presbyterian Women in the PCUSA.

“Have you heard that the life of a Christian is to ‘walk the talk and talk the walk’?” According to
Judy Record Fletcher, author of the Horizons Bible Study, Come to the Waters, “We need more
talk!” She is not talking about boasting. She is talking about sharing our faith. (Lesson five) We
as Presbyterian Women need more talk about Presbyterian Women!

We don’t need to boast. We should share our faith and talk about our opportunities as
Presbyterian Women. Live the PW Purpose!

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves:

9 to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
9 to support the mission of the church worldwide,

1 to work for justice and peace, and
1

to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Let’s “walk the talk and talk the walk” and talk about who we are. We are Presbyterian Women!!

Presbyterian Women Is doing a ne w thing!

EAs a new year approaches, Presbyterian Women i s dc.
iThis new website wil wwnpessbgteianadmen.ooof wwiR.Wioiss.org/fiotizens, ar(d

: www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering ). This new website, which will continue to be found at :
! www.presbyterianwomen.org, is your new website!P W6s website should be a vii
: ministry and life of faith. :

i And since this is a new thing, and new things are exciting, PW is also considering a PW makeover! The hope |s

fupdating the PW filooko and message will provide n¢
iexplore PW6s amazing ministry. This exerci povidean 0r
iopportunity for reflection about the amazing gift
thel pful and necessary (new wineskins and al/l


http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-ikiukut-drvldtlr-r/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-ikiukut-drvldtlr-y/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-ikiukut-drvldtlr-t/

Looking Ahead:

Sunday, March 6t": Celebrate the Gifts of Women. This celebration service can be celebrated
anytime, but make it happen “to talk the walk and walk the talk” of Presbyterian Women.

Saturday, March 12™": PW Presbytery Coordinating Team meets in Huron to plan and coordinate the
inspiration and work of PW in the Presbytery of SD. Yes, we do work. Perhaps we need more
talk!!

Friday/Saturday, April 29-30": Rooted in Christ. PW in the Presbytery gather for the Spring
Gathering/ Retreat in Rapid City at the First Presbyterian Church. (Friday is optional.) Yes, we
have a new look! But we have retained a brief version of the PWP business meeting that needs
to take place, and includes the necrology, the dedication of special offerings (Birthday, Least
Coin, and Centsability-Hunger), election/installation of officers, etc. Come to see how we do a
retreat and a meeting at the same time!

June 15-18": Lord, make me an instrument of your peace”: PW Synod Gathering at the Ramkota in
Sioux Falls. Registration booklets will be available. Prayer and Bible study, mission, justice and
peace, inclusion and caring will all take place. Sound like the PW Purpose? Let’s talk the talk

and walk the talk! f \
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é Synod School, an annual midsummer ministry of the Synod of Lakes
and Prairies of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), is for laity, clergy,
families, and singles. It's fun and mind-stretching courses, worship and

singing you'll long remember, and times for both fellowship and private
reflection. Discover Synod School and you'll know why so many people
keep returning.

Choose among 60+ courses. Examples include Bible studies: Jonah,
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Jude; body and mind renewal classes: Yoga,
Painting Watercolors, Folk Dancing and Ctrl+Alt+Del: Rebooting the Sabbath;
classes for living faithfully in the world: The Science of Social Justice, White
Privilege, The Christian Life; classes for leader development: Embracing
Conflict, Adaptive Leadership, and Making the Most of Your Time to Teach.

Convocation speaker John Bell, a popular speaker throughout Europe
and North America, is a minister of the Church of Scotland and a mem-

The online mission Scrapbook mdoam ber of the lona Community. Evening worship will be led by Burns

. . Stanfield, pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church in Boston, and a group
the pages submitted at tidurchwide of his friends. Morning worship will be led by Stephanie Anthony and
Gathering can béound at Jody Branson of First Presbyterian Church in Hudson, WI.
www.flickr.com/photogtesbyterianwomen
albums. Click on the album to view all &n

pages.

July 24-29, 2016
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa
Discover Synod School!

www.lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool
800-328-1880, ext. 207

Cennecting with Jesus

in an @ver-Cennected Weorld
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Presbyterian Women Look to 2016
By Trudi Nelson, PWP Moderator

Two major events are planned in 2016 for Presbyterian Women. Plan to attend one or both and be a
part of expressing the power of Presbyterian Women.

*April 29-30, 2016 —“Rooted in Christ” - Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering/Retreat in Rapid City.

Note the different format. Friday evening (optional) we meet at First Presbyterian Church at 5:00
p.m. for a van ride or car pool to Pioneer Camp for dinner and a get acquainted session.
Saturday we meet at First Presbyterian Church for a continued session with a Worship Service
including communion led by Rev. Diane Janssen Hemmen. Later in the day, there is a brief
business meeting; dedication of special offerings: Birthday, Least Coin, and Centsability; a
necrology report from PW in the Congregations; installation of new PW Presbytery leaders; a
special offering for a non-profit organization; the latest on Horizons magazine; and a promotion
for the PW Synod Gathering in June in Sioux Falls. Contact: Trudi Nelson for further information
and recommendations for places to stay such as the nearby historic Alex Johnson Hotel.

*June 15-18, 2016 — “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace” - PW Synod Gathering in Sioux

L------------

The Prairie Wind is Available |

receiving the newsletter by e-mail instead

Falls at the Ramkota Hotel and Convention Center. Keynote speaker: Susan Jackson Dowd -
Executive Director of Presbyterian Women. Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Carolyn Visser - South
Dakota. Bible Study Leader: Rev. Stephanie Anthony — Wisconsin. Music Director — Kristi Holler,
South Dakota. Make your own reservations at the Ramkota with a special room rate for PW of
$85/ night plus taxes for 1-4 in a room. Program highlights include: worship, Bible study, a variety
of workshops, a bookstore, and a gift shop of Rahab’s Rope items for sale. Rev. Pat Hammond
and daughter, Sioux Falls, will lead a workshop. Mission notes: Purchase and bring $10.00 gift
cards from Target for the Center of Hope; a special offering is for EC-PAT (End Child Prostitution
and Trafficking) and the Sweetgrass Project (Pine Ridge) for suicide prevention; and a hands-on
mission project, so bring 100% cotton fat quarters for quilts.

Help our Treasurer

I Please send a Presbyterian Women in the

: Congregation Remittance Form with each
: payment sent to Lois, our PWP treasurer. It
: makes her bookkeeping job a bit easier.

ELECTRONICALLY!

If you are interested in

of by mail contact Lois Stanfield

Linda Barnett at I E 5732 W Bream Dr
barnelim@hotmail.com I Sioux Falls, SD 57107
[ ]
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SPRING GATHERING APRIL 29-30, 2016
First Presbyterian Church
710 Kansas City Street
Rapid City, SD
Submitted by Paula Zavitz, PWP Search Team

“ROOTED IN CHRIST”
Please plan to attend the Spring Gathering of the Presbyterian Women

We are looking forward to having you here!

The day will include traditional activities such as the installation of officers and the
dedication of our special offerings as well as the necrology report with the tolling of the
bell and the lateston Ho r | znagadire.

| hope you will also be refreshed by worship, music, prayer, fellowship and reflection on
Christ, our anchor and source of renewal; our root. We will be led in this by Rev. Dr.
Diane Janssen-Hemmen, including worship with communion before we go on our way.

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 30,

The cost of registration is $15.00 which includes coffee and rolls in the morning and
lunch at noon.

If you would like to come to Rapid City on Friday night, consider gathering at First
Presbyterian at 5 p.m. for a ride up to Pioneer Camp in the church bus, where we will
have a tour of the lodge and enjoy a light meal before heading back to town for a good
night’s rest. Dinner at Pioneer camp will be provided at no extra charge.

The Adoba Hotel on Mt. Rushmore Rd. is within walking distance of the church. A room
with 2 queen beds is $96 if you are a member of AAA.

Howard Johnsons is also close but you would need to drive to church. Their rate for 2
gueen beds is $49.

The Civic Center Holiday Inn is also walking distance to the church on the new
Promenade. Their rate is $121.

Members of AAA can get a room with two double beds at the Historic Alex Johnson for
$66 and an easy walk to church.

Looking forward to warm days and new growth, we hope to see you in Aprill

Have you visited PW’s YouTube channel?

Take time today to explore PW'’s YouTube channel! Just visit www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen ,
click on "Videos" and . . . Ta dah! A list of videos uploaded by PW in the PC(USA) appears, including
Thank and Birthday Offering videos, the 200 Years of Presbyterian Womerdeo (in two parts), videos
about PW-supported mission work and more. Type “Presbyterian Women” (no quotation marks) in the
search box to find videos from local PW groups, as well.



http://www.youtube.com/presbyterianwomen

LORD MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT
OF YOUR PEACE

From the Prayer of St. Francis of Asisi

SYNOD GATHERING OF
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF
THE SYNOD OF LAKES AND
PRAIRIES

June 15-18, 2016
Ramkota Hotel & Convention Center

Sioux Falls, South Dakota
An exciting new venue for our Synod Gathering

Check the Synod website
www.lakesandprairies.org/resources women.html
for more information



http://www.lakesandprairies.org/resources_women.html

Program Highlights will include:
Morning and Evening Worship Bible study
Selection of workshops Meet the Speaker sessions
Great Room which includes Bookstore,
Ten Thousand Villages and a hands on mission project.

Who should Attend:

Women of all ages who would like to join in Christian Fellowship
and looking for a spiritually enriching experience.

Choose from a variety of workshops including a new look at Presbyterian Women of Today and
what they are doing. Listen to Keynote speaker Susan Jackson Dowd, enjoy Worship with the
Rev. Dr. Carolyn Visser, join Kristi Holler in music, sound and dance, and let Rev. Stephanie
Anthony challenge you in the new bible study, “Who is Jesus”.

KEY NOTE SPEAKER: Susan Jackson Dowd, Executive Director of Presbyterian

Women — Susan works with the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation with Presbyterian Women/  Horizons . She has

a bachelords in journalism/radio tel evi <toratainleadershimesiucaionds i n
WORSHIP LEADER: Rev. Dr. Carolyn Visser

Ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament (Teaching Elder) June 28, 1992 in Houston, TX. She has served in

three congregations. She is presently Honorably Retired and living in Monroe, SD. She is a certified spiritual

director and labyrinth facilitator.

BIBLE STUDY LEADER: Rev. Stephanie Anthony

Stephanie Anthony has been the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Hudson, Wisconsin since 2008. Prior to this
call she served as the associate pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Nebraska. Among her favorite aspects
of ministry is digging into scripture with diverse g atherings of the people of God .

MUSIC DIRECTOR: Kiristi Holler

Kristi Holler was born and raised in the  Sioux Falls, South Dakota area. Kristids |life workndnecl
music ministry; & she is a passionate animal lover! Kristi earned a Master of Divinity at Sioux Falls Seminary in 2006,
& a Master of Theology at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga. in 2007.

Accommodations at the Ramkota

All events for the Gathering will be held at the Ramkota. All participants will reserve their own rooms.
Just give them the dates and tell them you are with Presbyterian Women. We have 50 standard rooms
with 2 beds blocked off for our use. Room Rate: $85 / night plus taxes for 1-4 in a room.

Registration: Watch for information on the synod website and in future mailings.

For further information contact: Joan Berglund at (402) 440-5478
Terri Sherman at (402) 525-6008
Kay Olson at (605) 366-2578



Local Mission Opportunity
2016 Mission Project for Resbyterian Womenof the Presbytery

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program

The mission of The Sioux Falls Area Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program seeks to
promote and protect the best interests of abused and neglected children involved in court proceedings
through the advocacy efforts of trained volunteers. We do this because...being a kid shouldn't hurt! We
are a private, non-profit organization serving children involved in abuse and neglect proceedings in the
2nd Circuit Court in South Dakota.

The Sioux Falls Area CASA Program was founded in 1994, when Circuit Judge Gene Paul Kean asked
the local Junior League organization to begin a program. The first volunteer advocates were trained and
sworn in by the court in the spring of 1995. Since then, thousands of local abused and neglected children
have received the services of these special advocates. During the last year, over 400 children were
assigned to the CASA program as a result of being involved in the court system due to being abused or
neglected in Minnehaha and Lincoln counties of South Dakota. Sadly, this number continues to increase.
Our CASA program has a goal of serving 100% of the children involved in court proceedings in our
circuit. Although, we have over 100 volunteers committed to help us reach this goal we continually
conduct trainings to increase our volunteer base to be assured we can reach and sustain the goal of serving
100% of the children.

Why doesa child need a CASA volunteer?

When the court is making decisions that will affect a child’s future, the child needs and deserves a
spokesperson—an objective adult to provide independent information about the best interests of the child.
While other parties in the case are concerned about the child, they also have other interests. The CASA is
the only person in the case whose sole concern is the best interest of the child. CASA volunteers are
assigned one case at a time, one CASA to one case, to provide a “voice in court”. A CASA gives individual
attention to each case.

An abused or neglected child has come from a world of chaos and instability. For the child, there is fear;
fear of being hurt; fear of being alone and fear about the future. For children who are in out of home
placements, there can be many changes in schools and homes before a decision is made on where the child
should live. A CASA volunteer can be the sole source of stability and comfort to fill an enormous void in
the child’s life. A CASA is a trusted, dependable adult who doesn’t go away and who gives the child hope
for a better future.

What is the difference betwea the CASA and a Social Worker?

The roles are not the same. The CASA is independent from the social services system and focuses solely
on the child. The DSS/CPS caseworker serves the family—parents and child—by providing direct services.
DSS/CPS caseworkers are not able to be a wholly independent voice because they are part of the agency
that has already taken a position in the case by filing a petition and bringing the matter to court. A CASA
is an independent voice, not part of an agency that may be constrained by rules and regulations, agency
policies and fiscal limitations. The CASA volunteer is an officer of the court.

Why does a child need both £ASA volunteer and an attorney?

A CASA volunteer is able to spend as much time as it takes to gather information about the child and the
child’s family. A CASA serves at the request of a judge and provides a report on the best placement for a
child. If a court had to pay an attorney to do this job, it would be too costly. A child’s attorney provides
legal representation. The CASA volunteer and the child’s attorney can work as a team to represent the best
interest of the child.



Why do CASA programs cost money to runwhen volunteers are ot paid?

CASA programs hire staff to manage the program and supervise volunteers. Program costs include:
salaries, office support, computers and equipment, travel and training. CASA program staff recruits, trains
and supervise volunteers to ensure quality services. National CASA has program standards that all CASA
programs are required to meet.

How are CASA programs funded?

CASA programs are locally supported. United Way, fundraising events, annual giving and grants provide
the ongoing support. National CASA has a grant system to help start up or expand programs and for tribal
CASA programs. CASA programs depend on their communities to support the service.

Does the court Isten to what a CASA has to say?

YES! Judges know their decisions are only as good as the information they receive. They count on
CASA volunteers to be an independent voice and they know that CASA volunteers have more time to
focus on specific cases. A CASA who can tell the court “I was there- this is what I observed” can be
invaluable. In 2006, the US Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General (OIG) conducted an
audit of the National CASA Association, as required by Congress and found CASA services to be
beneficial. The full report can be found at:

Please prayerfully consider this as a local mission project for your Presbyterian Women of the Church group.

Butterfly
Submitted by Mary Jenner, Spiritual Growth Coordinator

A man found the cocoon of a butterfly. One
day a small opening appeared; he sat and
watched the butterfly for several hours as it
struggled to force its body through that little
hole. Then it seemed to stop making any
progress. It appeared as if it had gotten as
far as it could and it could go no farther.
Then the man decided to help the butterfly,
so he took a pair of scissors and snipped off
the remaining bit of the cocoon. The
butterfly then emerged easily. But it had a
swollen body and small, shriveled wings.
The man continued to watch the butterfly
because he expected that, at any moment,
the wings would enlarge and expand to be
able to support the body, which would
contract in time Neither happened! In fact,
the butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling
around with a swollen body and shriveled
wings. It never was able to fly.

What the man in his kindness and haste did
not understand was that the restricting
cocoon and the struggle required for the
butterfly to get through the tiny opening
were God's way of forcing fluid from the
body of the butterfly into its wings so that it
would be ready for flight once it achieved its
freedom from the cocoon.

Sometimes struggles are exactly what we
need in our life. If God allowed us to go
through our life without any obstacles, it
would cripple us. We would not be as strong
as what we could have been. And we could
never fly.

Prayer: Lord, help us to realize that our
struggles have a purpose. Help us get
through them and guide us in our daily
journeys. Help us remember you are
always in control. Amen.


http://www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.5332511/k.7D2A/Evidence_of_Effectiveness.htm

HORIZONS ~ a reminder for the New Year ~ from Diane

Horizons magazine provides information, inspiration and education from the perspectives of
women who are committed to Christ, the church and faithful discipleship. Horizons brings
current issues dealing with family life, the mission of the church and the challenges of culture
and society to its readers. Interviews, feature articles, Bible study resources and departments
offer help and insight for up-to-date, day-to-day concerns of the church and individual
Christians.

The Horizons Bible study is produced every year for individual or small-group study. Written by
leading theologians and pastors in the Reformed tradition, it provides contemporary research
and background information along with probing questions for what the texts have to say to us
today. Use Bible studies from previous years to pursue your own questions and interests.

The publications produced by Horizons follow a 130-year tradition of publishing by women in
the Presbyterian Church. By subscribing to Horizons, you're helping to keep that publishing
tradition alive; without the Presbyterian women who subscribe and engage with Horizons, this
resource would disappear.

Note: If you subscribe by April 1, 2016, you can receive the 2016-2017 Horizons Bible study,
Who is Jesus? To subscribe, go to www/pcusa.org/horizons or, for faster service, call 866-
802-3635. (Allow 8-12 weeks for your new subscription to become effective.)

Mission Project for Oahe PW
By Margaret EllefsqrPWP Vicenoderator

Our PW is beginning a new mission project because of the Horizons BibleCuwto the
Waters We wanted a project this year that had to do with water. So we decided to involve our
congregation in raising money for a shallow welRfrica.

Mary Jenner and | had learned of this at a PW Synod Gathering. Vi Leonard from Bison was a
supporter of this as well. We found that part of the mission of Marion Medical Mission is to build
shallow wells in Africa. The cost of each shallow i8ef400. When contacted by email, | was

told that *“this fall, our two teams of Americ
This serves 376,950 people (including 226,170 children). We will still continue the wells projects

in future yeard o o (editor's note: You can apply to be one of the American volunteers!)

We believe there is nothing shallow about thi
coins (and paper money as well) from January through May. If you are interested in some
information for the mission part of your meetings just good reading, go to Marion Medical
Missionhttp://www.mmmwater.org

www.facebook.com/MarionMedicalMission

twitter.com/mmm_ water



https://twitter.com/mmm_water

Media Resource Center
By Judy Rops, Media Resource Center Representative

There are resources available for Lent from the Media Resource Center.

The Ten Commandments: Laws of the Heart (AD134) by Sister Joan Chittister calls
us to reflect on our life and values. What does it mean to love God and our neighbor in
a world where violence, greed, and fear threaten our lives, our values, our hearts?
These and other questions are addressed in this study. Use during Lent or any time
during the year.

The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus (AD93) by Adam Hamilton is a great
resource. Enjoy it on your own or with a small group or as part of a 40-day church wide
emphasis during Lent and Easter. Using archeological and historical information and
stories of the faith, Hamilton follows the footsteps of Jesus from baptism and beyond.

The Resource Center is not only available to your church (if you are a member), but
also available for personal growth and study to individuals in that church. If your church
has not yet paid their membership fee, please do so today. Go to their website at
www.plainsmedia.org for fees and additional information.

More resources will be available at Synod School which will be held July 24-29, at
Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, lowa. Talk this up in your churches and consider
offering scholarships for church members to attend. The School is a welcoming and
safe community for Presbyterians of all ages with an interest to learn, to grow spiritually,
and to share in fellowship. There are special programs for children and youth and
classes for adults. The theme this year is “Connecting with Jesus in an Over-
Connected World.” John Bell is the convocation speaker.

Iy $choo] > Why do they Keep returning to Synod School?

ca'%‘\ e Christian fellowship

e Inspiring worship and song

e Growth in knowledge and faith
e Personal and spiritual renewal

e Fun for families and singles of all ages

]uly 24-29, 2016
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa

Connecting with Jesus

in an Over-Connected World Disqoier Sympd Selroulf

www.lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool
800-328-1880, ext. 207
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Hope
Submitted by Judy Rops, Spiritual Growth Coordinator

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13

Today we live in a culture that is busy with activities. 2016 looks to be no different. We
have celebrated Christmas, packed away the decorations for another year, entertained
friends and family and made the last gift exchange.

Is it any wonder that we run on empty more than full, much less overflowing? Yet Paul’s
prayer for the believers in Rome was that they would be so full of joy, peace and trust
that they would overflow with hope.

Do you overflow with hope? Would you like to be a person whose joy seems to light up
every room, whose peace can be felt in every situation?

Then by the power of the Holy Spirit, praise God!
How, you may ask?

By singing hymns. By reconnecting with someone you were once close to. By
spending more time in prayer. By reading the Bible. By bringing a meal to a friend in
need. By calling someone who has missed church because of illness. By being
refreshed by a PW Gathering.

That’s how we find hope in God. When we connect to God and honor His presence in
every aspect of our lives, then joy overflows because we have so much of Him in us.
God’s gifts in us become our gifts to those around us. That's when we overflow with the
joy, peace and hope that comes only from God.

Prayer: Dear God, help us to resist the things that empty us of the joy of life. Fill us
instead with Your hope, peace, and joy, so much so that they overflow from ourselves to
others. We praise You for who You are and thank You that as Your joy fills us, we may
fill others by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

| Presbyterian Mission Yearbook — A New Look

As of January 1, 2016, the 120-year old Presbyterian Mission Yearbook for Prayer & Study is available
I exclusively online. A Presbyterian Mission Agency press release issued in August said, “This move

. broadens the reach of the book’s audience by sharing its inspiring content in a timelier manner and also
I demonstrates good stewardship of church resources.”

| The Mission Yearbook dates back to 1892 as a simple calendar of prayer to help women'’s societies pray
. for missionaries on designated days. It has the longest history of any denominational mission and prayer
| book in the United States. The publication’s esteemed history is reflected in the online version of

the Mission Yearbook by connecting Presbyterians to the greater church and energizing them for mission.

| The online edition of the Presbyterian Mission Yearbook is available at
« http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook. Additional subscription options, including email and RSS
| feeds, can be found at http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionyearbook/.
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email barnelim@hotmail.com

ALt ——,

What does your PW do? What “works” for you?
Share your successes!
Write to or email Linda, editor of Prairie Wind
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